
LIFE AT RED
17 February Update

We are committed to operating our MindPlus programmes nationwide in a way that keeps your
children safe and learning. To do this we comply with all requirements of the Public Health Orders,
the Ministry of Education and our Host Schools.

We recognise that the situation is changing rapidly and we ask that parents keep their MindPlus
teacher informed, particularly where a student or a family member tests positive for Covid. If we
are informed that one of our MindPlus students has tested positive for Covid, we will inform all
parents of children in the class immediately. We follow the Ministry of Education guidelines around
close contacts and confirmed cases.

We’ve set out below our plan for supporting close contacts and confirmed cases.

Stay home if sick or isolating
The consistent advice from the Ministries of Health and Education is to stay home if you are sick,
get a test and then stay home until you get a negative result.

Some further specific situations are:
● If your child is a close contact and is self-isolating, please follow advice from the Ministry

of Health. Your child cannot attend MindPlus in-person while they are self-isolating. Please
let your MindPlus teacher know (via Hero or a phone call). Your MindPlus teacher will be in
touch with a plan to keep your child and whānau connected with MindPlus learning - this
could include activities in Google Classroom and perhaps a Zoom check in during their
usual MindPlus day.

● If someone in your whānau is a close contact and is self-isolating, please follow advice
from the Ministry of Health. Your child can attend MindPlus as usual.
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● If someone in your school or community is a close contact and is self-isolating, please
follow advice from the Ministry of Health. Your child can attend MindPlus as usual.

- If your child becomes a confirmed Covid case, please follow advice from the Ministry of
Health. Your child cannot attend MindPlus while they are self-isolating.  Please let your
MindPlus teacher know (via Hero or a phone call). Your MindPlus teacher will be in touch with
a plan to keep your child and whānau connected with MindPlus learning  - this could include
activities in Google Classroom and perhaps a Zoom check in during their usual MindPlus
day.

- If someone in your family becomes a confirmed Covid case, please follow advice from the
Ministry of Health. Your child cannot attend MindPlus while they are self-isolating.  Please
let your MindPlus teacher know (via Hero or a phone call). Your MindPlus teacher will be in
touch with a plan to keep your child and whānau connected with MindPlus learning  - this
could include activities in Google Classroom and perhaps a Zoom check in during their
usual MindPlus day.

- If someone in your school or community becomes a confirmed Covid case, please follow
advice from the Ministry of Health.

Keep us informed - sharing information about close contacts or confirmed cases in our MindPlus
community is a really important way that we can all help each stay as safe as possible. Equally so,
we will let you know of any close contacts or confirmed cases in your child’s MindPlus class or in the
host school. In any of these situations, we will follow the Ministry of Education protocols closely.

Also please remember our Life at Red Guidelines:

● Drop off and pick up - please drop off and pick up at the school gate, unless there is an
exceptional circumstance, in which case please get in touch with your child’s MindPlus
teacher. During drop off and pick up, please could adults wear a mask at this time and
maintain 1m physical distancing.

● Masks - all children from year 4 and upward need to wear a mask at MindPlus. If your child is
younger than year 4 but in a mixed age class with year 4s, we would like them to also wear a
mask. The blue surgical type masks are recommended. We will have extra masks on hand if
your child forgets to bring one! Our specialist teachers (as well as our lunch supervisors,
teacher aides and tutors) will also be wearing masks.

● Distancing - MindPlus classes will be staying apart from the rest of the students and staff in
schools. Physical distancing isn’t required in our classrooms but we are encouraging it.

● Ventilation and Time Outdoors - We will be ventilating our MindPlus rooms as much as
possible and will be spending learning time outdoors, whilst keeping sun-smart! To help
with this, please make sure your child brings a sun-hat and wears sun-block.
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